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If there had been any evidence that the British Govern-
ment were striving to undo or destroy its own work, then
the outcry would have been comprehensible, but the bene-
ficiaries were the wreckers. Moreover the supreme authority
of the British Parliament was never placed in doubt. It
was to be the judge of the time and manner of any further
advance, and its judgment was to depend on the co-opera-
tion of the people of India in helping to work out what was
generally allowed to be a difficult problem. No agreement
can be one-sided. It must be observed by both parties, or
it ceases to be binding on either. A wilful disregard of
these primordial facts, the fixed purpose on one side to
obstruct, disarrange, and nullify the operations of the other,
must conclude the business. The experiment becomes
an unconcealed failure and the question reverts to its
original phase. As Lord Reading justly said : " If we
are to secure the progress we all desire we must create the
atmosphere in which it can develop. There must be
respect for law and order and support for constituted
authority and for established Government," In face of
these definite statements, of this and other similar appeals
for cordial co-operation, obstruction could only be malignant,
and the work of men who were no true friends of their country.
Often has the question been asked whence comes the irre-
concileable venom of the revolutionaries ? Is it traceable
to Red Russia or some secret society of the Socialist under-
world ? Certain it is that they have no real regard for the
welfare of India or her people. Their poisonous shafts are
directed not only against the British Government, but
against every settled administration and independent
authority in the Peninsula. Happily they are a mere
handful. A few brave and resolute men would soon bring
them to their senses. It is for the wiser and more virile
section of the Indian public to take up the matter in their
own interests and to stamp out sedition wherever it may be
found. Failing some demonstration of the sort by men of
character and substance while there is still time, it may be
feared that it will be remembered all too late that the new
Constitution was after ail only an experiment.